Luke 6:12-16

“The Twelve” August 11, 2024
1. Intro
a. In 2019, the multi-series TV show, “The Chosen,” was released in over 180 countries across the
world

i. The main character in this show is obviously Jonathan Roumie’s character of Jesus
1. But the title begs the question... what did the creators mean when they called it,
“The Chosen”?
a. Inan interview about the series, it’s main writer, Dallas Jenkins, said that the
title actually has a three-fold meaning
i. The firstis to highlight Jesus as the chosen One of God
ii. The second is to remind people that the Jews were the original
chosen people of God
iii. But the third meaning is the one that really seems to get the bulk of
the show’s attention... the twelve disciples as Jesus’ chosen apostles
who would (mostly) go out and spread the message about the Son of
God
2. Much of the content of these first few seasons has revolved around how Jesus meets
each of the twelve, and how they are called to be his disciples
a. We get lots of content about their occupations, their back stories, and their
personalities
i. We get lots of dramatic interactions as we often see these
personalities clash
ii. We also get some love stories, some humor, and even some deep
tragedies as we see the twelve interact with the world around them
1. Obviously the success of this series speaks to the talented and
creative script-writing behind this show
a. As of early 2023, it has been estimated that over 108
million people have watched “The Chosen” in just its
first few years of existence
b. With 34 episodes already released, and another three
seasons in the works, it is truly a global phenomenon
3. One of the praises for this show is how it has been used to encourage many people
to go to the actual source for all of Jenkin’s material, the Bible itself
a. Butthisis also one of its biggest criticisms
i. For those who have not spent much, or any time in the Word, as they
go to the Scriptures to find out more details about all these stories,
and especially more details about Jesus’ twelve chosen disciples...
1. Many of them are left scratching their heads
a. Where is all the stuff in the Bible about Matthew being
autistic?
b. Where are all the heated exchanges between Peter and
Matthew?
c. Where are all the details about Thomas and his tragic
engagement with Ramah?



2. Luke 6:12-16

b. Thereality is... the Bible, the Holy Spirit inspired Word of God, actually gives
us VERY little information about the twelve disciples
i. For afew of them, the ONLY thing we know about them is their name!
And so, as we move to our text for this morning in Luke 6:12-16, as Jesus officially
chooses the 12, I'll simply leave you with this word of caution regarding TV shows
and movies about Jesus and those who followed him
a. We've talked in our Wednesday night Bible Q&A’s about the books of the
Apocrypha
i. These are books that were written at various times in history
regarding the people of Israel, different Bible characters — including
the disciples, and even Jesus himself
1. Asscholars and theologians examine these books throughout
the centuries, they’ve come to a fairly certain conclusion that
these books are NOT to be considered inspired texts of the
Scriptures
a. Butinstead should be placed in the category of
historical fiction
b. They might be useful in learning some insights about
the historical context of those times
i. Butthey are MOST ASSUREDLY not to be
viewed as Scripture, or even as supplemental to
Scripture
b. So if you choose to watch “The Chosen,” please watch it with the same
approach
i. There might be some good historical insights in the show regarding
first century Judaism and the Roman Empire
1. But the vast majority of the show is simply a fictional
adaptation made up by fallen men and women
a. What God has revealed to us in His Scriptures about
Jesus and the Twelve is ultimately ALL we need to
know about Jesus and the Twelve
i. The Word of God is SUFFICIENT
ii. And it is definitely in no need of any kind of
supplemental material!
Alright... enough of that — let’s get to the Scriptures

a. 2In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God.
B3And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named
apostles: *Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip,
and Bartholomew, °and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who
was called the Zealot, *°and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

3. The first thing that we see in this passage is the critical importance of prayer in Jesus’ life

a. We've talked about this before, but we must affirm the fact that Jesus is both fully man AND fully

God — and this has been so ever since the incarnation in Mary’s womb

We must never look at Jesus and say, “Well, sometimes he was mostly just a man here on
earth, but in those times when he needed to perform a miracle, he then became God”
1. This type of unbiblical distinction opens wide the door to all sorts of heretical beliefs

about Jesus
a. Andin the end, we completely miss who he is



2. Jesus is both fully God AND fully man
a. And yet, even in light of this truth, we see throughout the Gospels that Jesus
constantly took time to go to his Father in prayer
i. This is just another part of the beautiful mystery that surrounds our
Lord and Savior
1. He was ONE with the Father, yet he still spent much time in
prayer with the Father
b. Incredibly, on this occasion, Jesus spent ALL NIGHT in prayer
i. Thisis a detail that only Luke gives us
1. In Matthew and Mark’s account of Jesus choosing the twelve,
neither of them talk about Jesus praying beforehand
2. Yet for Luke, this is a theme that he returns to often in his
Gospel
a. And so he emphasizes that, prior to this all-important
decision of who his 12 main disciples would be, Jesus
spent the whole night praying to his Father
i. Now, we don’t know the details of WHAT he
actually prayed
ii. Maybe he was praying for more guidance from
God the Father
iii. Maybe he was praying that God would prepare
the twelve for all that they would encounter
over the next few decades as his Apostles
iv. Maybe both!
ii. Whatever the exact content was, it was clearly important enough for
Jesus to be DEEPLY in prayer about
ii. Butlook at what Luke says immediately following this verse about Jesus’ prayers...
4. All night long, Jesus continued in prayer to God
a. And then, AS SOON AS DAY CAME, he called his disciples and chose the 12, whom he named
Apostles
i. If we read between the lines here, we come to this incredible realization — ministry for Jesus
NEVER ceased!
1. Yes, there were certainly times that he withdrew from the crowds
a. Buteven in those times, Jesus was typically spending that time in prayer
i. Itcould be argued that Jesus knew he only had a short time of
ministry available, and so he needed to make as much of that time as
possible
b. And if we use this line of thinking, then it becomes much easier for us to
justify our own down time, doesn’t it?
i. Please know that | am preaching to myself here, and my kids and wife
can attest to this...
1. But | think it is safe to say that we have truly made an idol of
our “ME time” here in the Western church
a. The growing mentality seems to be, “I come to church
every Sunday... | even come on most Wednesday
nights... isn’t that ENOUGH?”
i. Isn’tit ENOUGH for me to just serve in the
church in the areas that | enjoy?



ii. Isn’tit ENOUGH for me to just clock in a few
minutes of reading my Bible each week, or a
few minutes of prayer every now and then?

iii. Isn’t it ENOUGH for me to simply smile and say
“Good morning!” to my neighbor as I’'m leaving
for work in the morning?

2. The reality is, ministry is easy when it is on MY time, and
according to MY likes, and as long as | remain comfortable
2. But this was not the case with Jesus
a. Yes, Jesus slept

i. But, when it was necessary, he spent all night in prayer, and then

jumped right into ministering to people the very next morning
b. Yes, Jesus stopped to eat when he needed to

i. But, as we read in John 4 with his encounter with the woman at the

well, his GREATER food was to do the will of his Father
c. Yes, Jesus got away to lonely and quiet places

i. Butagain, even in those times, he was filling himself up spiritually,
wasn’t he?

3. And we cant write it off as, “Well, that was just Jesus that lived to such extremes,”
because then we have to deal with the example that the Apostle Paul left us
a. In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Paul admonished the Christians in Thessalonica to

i. 1®Rejoice always, ¥’ pray without ceasing, *8give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
b. This wasn’t something that Paul just taught but didn’t actually do...

i. In Ephesians 1:16, Paul tells the Christians in Ephesus, “/ do not cease
to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”

ii. To the Christians in Rome, he wrote, “For God is my witness, whom |
serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing |
mention you always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will
I may now at last succeed in coming to you.”

iii. And to the Christians in Philippi, he makes this amazing statement...

1. ’Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the
sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and rejoice with you
all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

c. When you look at the life of the Apostle Paul, we see a man absolutely sold
out to the advancement of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ
i. He had no exhortations to the Christians to make sure they took care
of themselves first

ii. He had no encouragement to his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ
to plan for a nice relaxing retirement

1. Paul was a normal human being, just like you... just like me

a. And yet, his impact upon the Kingdom is absolutely
undeniable
i. Because he KNEW that Christ was WORTHY of
being poured out for!
4. We see this example repeated all throughout the history of the church
a. Men and women, pastors and missionaries, normal, everyday Christians who
so believed in the Kingdom that they were willing to sell EVERYTHING to get it
i. Many of them died very young



ii. Many of them dealt with debilitating illnesses and harsh persecution
1. But again, their impact on the Kingdom speaks for itself
a. Inthe power of the Holy Spirit, they followed the
example of their Savior, and they allowed themselves
to be poured out in whatever way the Father desired
iii. Will the same thing be said of us, friends?
1. | pray that it will!
Well, we see this remarkable example of our Lord’s devotion, and then we get to the choosing of
the Twelve disciples, whom Jesus himself would name “Apostles”
i. Inthe Greek, the word is “Apostolos”
1. Itis a word meant for a messenger, or an envoy, or a delegate
2. Itis one who is specially commissioned by another to represent him in some way
a. Jesus apparently had a growing number of disciples by this time
i. We'll see this in just a few chapters as he sends out SEVENTY-TWO of
his disciples to go and prepare the way for his coming in the towns
and villages
b. But Jesus now INTENTIONALLY chose 12 of these disciples to be his Apostles
i. His primary messengers who he would authorize to be HIS
messengers
3. We find the list of the 12 here in Luke’s Gospel, but we also find it in Matthew 12,
and Mark 3
a. John doesn’t specifically mention the choosing of the 12, but we’ll see in just
a moment that he does reference the importance of the 12
ii. There are a few different things we can note about these three lists found in the Gospels
1. All three give a somewhat different order of names in their list, but two names are
always consistent:
a. Peteris always the first Apostle named, and Judas Iscariot is always the last
Apostle named
i. And in each of these lists, there is ALWAYS a caveat next to Judas
Iscariot
1. In Luke, it is “Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor”
2. In Matthew and Mark, it is “Judas, who betrayed him.”
ii. Peter was clearly the leader of the twelve, and Judas Iscariot was
clearly the traitor
b. We also see that the first four men listed in these accounts, although with
some variation in their order, is Peter, his brother Andrew, and the two
brothers James and John
i. We see throughout the Gospels that Peter, James and John are clearly
the three that Jesus pours the most into
1. We hear a little more about Andrew, but it is Peter, James, and
John who get the bulk the attention
a. These are the three who Jesus brings with him to see
Jairus’ daughter raised from the dead
b. These are the three Jesus chooses to be present with
him on the Mount of Transfiguration
c. And, according to Matthew 26, these were the three
that Jesus took with him into the deepest part of the
Garden of Gethsemane, where he became greatly
sorrowful and troubled about what was about to come



ii. Jesus chose his 12, but even out of the twelve, he specifically poured

into the three

1. Thisis an important principle for us when it comes to our
discipleship efforts

a.

We are not called to pour ourselves into the masses —
even Jesus himself did not do that
As you are praying for people to disciple in your own
life, just focus on one or two, or maybe at the most
three

i. Teach them what it looks like to walk out the

life of a follower of Jesus
ii. And then teach them how to teach it to others

2. So we see in these lists, the primacy of the three, along with Andrew
a. After these four, in each Gospel account we get the names of Philip and

Bartholomew

i. From the Gospel of John, we know that Philip was first a disciple of
John the Baptist, before he became a disciple of Jesus
1. We briefly encounter him a few other times in the Gospels

a.

C.

In John 12, some Greeks from Bethsaida approach
Phillip to see if he’ll introduce them to Jesus

He was also the one in John 6 who figured out how
much money it would cost to feed the five thousand,
according to human means, of course

And in John 14, he was the one at the Last Supper who
asked Jesus to “Show them the Father”

i. Which led to Jesus’ amazing statement,
“Anyone who has seen me, has seen the
Father”

But maybe of greatest significance, Philip is the one
back in John chapter 1 who went and found Nathanael,
who would also become Jesus’ disciple

ii. This Nathanael is also known by another name in the Scriptures...

Bartholomew

1. Nathanael was the son of Tolmai, so his name in Hebrew
would have been Nathanael Bar-Tolmei, or Nathanael Bar
Tholomew

a.

The only thing we know about Nathanael is his
infamous, and probably very much regretted
guestion... “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
i. Clearly, he would soon discover that the answer
to that question was, “You better believe it!”

b. In Luke and Mark’s Gospel, Matthew is mentioned next, followed by Thomas
i. We talked about Matthew a few weeks ago
1. He was the tax collector whom Jesus stopped and said,
“Follow me,” and then Matthew left EVERYTHING to follow

him

2. He was also the one who threw the huge party at his house
with all of his fellow tax collectors and sinners, all so they
could meet this man Jesus



a. And, even though Matthew would go on to write an
entire Gospel account of the life of Jesus, we don’t get
any more interactions with him after his big party

c. In Matthew’s Gospel, Thomas is actually named before Matthew
i. Any speculation for the reasoning behind the different order here
would be just that... a guess
1. But these two are typically linked together

a. Thomas gets a bad rap in the Bible, doesn’t he?

i. If you grew up in the church, you undoubtedly
know of Thomas by his unfortunate nickname,
don’t you?

ii. Thisis “Doubting Thomas,” right?

ii. But this is really a pretty unfair label
1. We call Thomas, “Doubting Thomas,” because in John 20,
when the other disciples tell him that Jesus has risen from the
grave, he says to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of
the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and
place my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

a. There you go... because Thomas said that, he will
forever be known as Doubting Thomas

b. But guess what?

i. In Mark 16, after Jesus first appeared to Mary
Magdalene, and she went and told his disciples,
Marks says, “But when they heard that he was
alive and had been seen by her, they would not
believe it.”

c. ALL of the disciples doubted Jesus’ resurrection when

they first heard

i. Thomas’ reaction was no different than any of
theirs

ii. And I would argue that his reaction was no
different than what any of ours would have
been either!

d. So thisis my plea, on behalf of poor Thomas, please
stop referring to him as Doubting Thomas!

iii. Infact, the only other interaction we get with Thomas is one of
extreme devotion to Jesus, when, in John 11, Jesus tells his disciples
that they are going to Judea to wake up Lazarus

1. All the other disciples balk and say, “Lord, they all want to
stone you in Judea, and you want to go there again?”
a. Anditis only Thomas who says, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

i. A powerful example of how these men longed
to follow after Jesus, even though they would
fail again and again

3. So after Thomas is named James, son of Alphaeus
a. This James is also known as “James the lesser”
i. And he must be distinguished from both James, the brother of John,
and James, the brother of Jesus



1. It wasJames, the brother of Jesus, who would go on to
become one of the great pillars in the Jerusalem church, and
would also write the book of James in our Bibles

ii. But as far as James the lesser goes, we know absolutely nothing about
him

1. This is a staggering thought, when you think of the fact that he
was one of THE twelve

a. You would think that THE twelve disciples of Jesus
would get at least a little more recognition in the
Scriptures than just a passing name
i. But this simply is all we are given
ii. And, as | said at the beginning of the sermon,
this is ALL God has determined that we need to
know
iii. We don’t need to create unsupported traditions
about James, simply because we want more
info about him
b. This is where we again accept the Scriptures as the
revealed Word of God... and we accept them as
sufficient
4. After Thomas, we get the name Simon, who Luke tells us was known as the Zealot
a. This s a little more helpful than what we got with James the Lesser
i. Even though we don’t know anything more about Simon the Zealot
specifically, we do know a little about the party of the Zealots from
Jewish history
1. The Zealots were passionate about obtaining their
independence from the Roman rule
a. They were known for inciting rebellions, and for their
longing to establish a Theocracy once again, like the
days of King David
b. And they were not afraid of using violence to do so
i. As aresult, even many of the traditional Jews,
such as the Pharisees, looked at the Zealots in
an unfavorable light
b. So, for the Scriptures to specifically identify Simon as one of the party of the
Zealots, that tells us a lot about his passions, doesn’t it?
i. And really, it makes it even more amazing that Jesus would have
chosen him

1. For Jesus was adamant that he had not come to be Israel’s
earthly king... a military Messiah who would deliver his people
from Rome through war and rebellion

a. He rebuked James and John when they suggested using
violence against the Samaritans

b. He rebuked Peter when he drew his sword and sliced
off the servants ear in the Garden

c. He preached relentlessly about loving and praying for
your enemies

2. And here is Simon the Zealot, a man who represented the
exact opposite of everything Jesus had come to accomplish



a. Here is Simon the Zealot, CHOSEN by Jesus to be one of
his Apostles
i. Yet another example of the fact that God will
call whomever He wills, according to HIS
purposes
c. After Simon the Zealot comes Judas the son of James, who is also known as
Thaddaeus
i. We get one interaction with this Judas in John 14, when Jesus says to

his disciples, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it

is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and

I will love him and manifest myself to him.”

1. And thenin verse 22, John writes, “Judas (not Iscariot) said to
him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and
not to the world?””

a. Judas (not Iscariot) asks an incredibly important
guestion, doesn’t he?
i. Infact, when you get down to it, that is the
MOST important question
2. Jesus has just been telling his disciples that he must depart,
but there will come a day when he will return
a. And so Judas basically asks, “How will we know it is
you? How will we be able to distinguish between you
and all the other “christs” that you warned us will
come?”

3. And Jesus answers by saying to him, “If anyone loves me, he
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him.”

ii. Friends, when Jesus returns to this earth, the whole world will indeed
know of his return

1. Butthe question is, will we be among those to whom he is
truly manifested, as our Lord and Savior and King?

a. lItis only to those who LOVE Jesus that he will manifest
himself in such a way

b. Anditis only those who OBEY him who TRULY love him
And in the context of John 14 as a whole, we know that
this obedience is only possible through the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, who the Father has sent in Jesus’ name

iii. Our encounter with Judas (not Iscariot) provides us with an important
guestion that we must all ask

1. Because after Judas (not Iscariot), comes the final Apostle,

Judas Iscariot
5. Judas the betrayer... Judas the traitor
a. Judas, the one CHOSEN by Jesus
i. The story of Judas is one that should cause us as Christians to be both
overwhelmingly grateful, and also incredibly humble
1. For Judas is the sobering, real-world illustration of Romans
9:21, in which Paul writes,



a. “Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of
the same lump one vessel for honorable use and
another for dishonorable use?”

b. Judas, just like the other 11 Apostles, was CHOSEN by Jesus
i. But unlike the other 11 Apostles, Judas was chosen for dishonorable
use
1. Yes, Judas freely chose to betray Jesus to the Jewish
authorities
2. Yes, Judas was fully responsible for deciding to become a
traitor to the very Son of God
3. Butin the sovereign plan of God, Judas was also part of His
eternal purpose to bring salvation through the death of Jesus
on the cross
c. It was necessary for Judas to betray Jesus in order that the Scriptures might
be fulfilled
i. Jesus affirms this in John 17:12, when he prays to his Father, “While |
was with them, | kept them in your name, which you have given me. |
have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son
of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”
1. Judas, the son of destruction, had to be handed over to Satan
to accomplish GOD’S purposes
ii. Peter affirms this as well in Acts 1, as he gathers the disciples around
to select Judas’ replacement, and he says,
1. 1®“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy
Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning
Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. ’For
he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of
his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the
middle and all his bowels gushed out. 1°And it became known
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called
in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 2°“For
it is written in the Book of Psalms, ‘May his camp become
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and ‘Let
another take his office.”

iii. According to His Sovereign and good and perfect will, the Potter
formed Judas out of clay, that he might fulfill the Scriptures inspired
by the Holy Spirit

And this is a powerful reminder that ALL OF US who are saved, are saved simply by
the grace of our great God
a. The other disciples were full of sinful flaws, just as Judas was
i. Yet the eleven were chosen for honorable use
ii. And Judas was chosen for dishonorable use
b. Again, may the reality of these things cause our hearts to overflow with both
gratefulness AND humility
i. Jesus chose each of the disciples for the glory of his Father

ii. If you are one of his disciples today, then you have also been chosen

for the glory of the Father



iii. The very last reference in the Scriptures of the Apostles is one that brings us great hope in
the midst of the darkness of our days
1. In Revelation 21, the Apostle John sees a vision of the New Jerusalem coming down
out of heaven from God

a. The beauty of the heavenly city is absolutely astounding... its radiance like the
most rare of all jewels

b. But starting in verse 12, John writes,

i. %It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of
Israel were inscribed— 3on the east three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. *And
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

c. Now, | know there are different interpretations of these things in Revelation,
but | believe that this is a symbolic picture of the Kingdom of God come down
to the new earth

i. And at the foundations of the Kingdom are the 12 Apostles of the
Lamb

1. Whether the twelfth Apostle is Matthias, Judas’ replacement,
or the Apostle Paul, is a matter of discussion for another day
2. Regardless, we are left at the end of the Scriptures with this
amazing reality
a. Jesus chose 12 men...
i. Many were uneducated
ii. Many were loud-mouthed and brash
iii. One was a tax collector
iv. One was a zealot
b. Yet these men became the foundation of Christ’s
church
i. And they turned the world upside-down
2. Our hope of eternity rests in Christ and Christ alone

a. But we should be eternally grateful that the twelve faithful Apostles fulfilled
their duty on this earth with great honor and great joy,

i. As every single one of them were poured out like a drink offering for
OUR faith!



