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1. I want to be VERY careful as I begin this morning’s sermon… I have no desire at all to use the pulpit as a 

place to push any kind of politics 
a. For those of you that know my heart, you know that I do not support EITHER of our current political 

candidates in this year’s election 
i. I know that in itself is a controversial statement 

1. If you have any questions about my stance, I am always happy to discuss my 
thoughts one-on-one 

ii. But, in light of the message today, it did seem fitting to address a rapidly growing trend 
when it comes to the message of the Democratic party 

1. More and more, in the news and on social media, the Democratic Party is being 
billed as the “party of joy” 

a. I don’t know either one of them personally, but setting their politics aside for 
a moment, you have to acknowledge that – on the outside, at least – Kamala 
Harris and Tim Walz seem to be genuinely happy people 

i. And what’s interesting is that I am seeing more and more people say 
they appreciate THAT aspect about these two people, MORE than 
they’re concerned about their policies 

1. That is a fascinating response, isn’t it? 
a. So many of the policies from our two main political 

parties are VASTLY different  
i. And yet a growing number of people are 

shifting toward the Democratic party… simply 
because they seem to be HAPPIER 

b. This shows us something about the human heart… even when times are hard, 
and seem to be getting harder and harder 

i. It appears that at some point, we as a people just don’t want to hear 
about it anymore 

1. We don’t want to hear the doom-and-gloom stories on the 
news 

2. We don’t want to hear the depressing numbers showing the 
rising costs of everything under the sun 

3. We don’t want to hear about looming dangers on our horizons 
a. And so MANY begin to turn towards ANY leader… as 

long as that leader is HAPPY 
iii. Well, happiness and joyfulness are certainly commendable attributes for ANYONE to pursue 

1. But as we turn to our passage for this morning, we’re faced with the reality that 
there is a much BIGGER worldview that we must consider, outside of just our own 
happiness 

iv. Last week, as we began our study on the Sermon on the Plain, we unpacked some of the 
context surrounding this incredible sermon from Jesus 

1. We looked at how this sermon should be read as a different sermon than the 
Sermon on the Mount, as Jesus was focusing on different aspects of the Kingdom in 
each Sermon 



2. We also saw how, even though Jesus was surrounded by a great multitude of people, 
this Sermon was directed PRIMARILY at his disciples 

a. For it is only his TRUE disciples – those whose hearts have been made new by 
the transforming power of God – that have ANY hope of living up to the 
ethical and moral and spiritual demands that Jesus puts forth 

3. And we also saw how, as G.K. Chesterton put it, the Gospels – especially the Gospel 
of Luke – make it UNARGUABLY clear… 

a. The rich are in VERY big trouble when it comes to entering into the Kingdom 
of God 

v. And so now, this Sunday, we will focus primarily on verse 21b, and verse 25b 
2. Reading these in the familiar Old Testament pattern of blessings and woes, we read 

a. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. [But] woe to you who laugh now, for you shall 
mourn and weep.” 

i. Not even two whole verses… just two half-verses for our main passage 
1. But these two half-verses are critical for us as Christians, as we try to figure out how 

we are to respond to the day and age in which we live 
3. So the first half-verse, verse 21b, says “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.” 

a. So let’s take a few moments and think about who Jesus was talking to here 
i. The majority of his audience were Jewish people living in the third decade of the first 

century 
1. So what would have been the cause of much of their weeping in those days? 

a. Obviously, as we’ve said many times in this study, its likely that many were 
weeping in those days because Judea and the city of Jerusalem was an 
occupied territory 

i. Forget about the fact that the Promised Land had been whittled away 
to just a couple of main regions 

1. What they DID have, they couldn’t even enjoy 
a. For it was ALL under the rule of the Roman Empire! 

ii. The Jewish people had managed to gain some measure of religious 
exemptions within the Empire 

1. But they were still taxed heavily by Rome 
a. Not only were they taxed heavily by Rome, but they 

were also taxed heavily by King Herod and his sons, 
who ruled the region of Judea during Jesus’ years on 
this earth 

b. King Herod’s Temple was indeed one of the great 
wonders of the world during that time, but all the 
extravagance and opulence came at great cost to the 
people 

iii. But it wasn’t just high taxes that would have caused the Israelites to 
weep in those days 

1. Rome also had garrisons of soldiers stationed all throughout 
Judea, including in Jerusalem 

a. One estimate is that the number of Roman soldiers in 
Judea during Jesus’ time was likely over 20,000 soldiers 

b. These soldiers were a constant reminder that, 
whatever freedoms the Jewish people thought they 
might have, they could be quickly removed – with 
violence – by the Roman Legions 



iv. The people were heavily taxed… they were kept in check by thousands 
of Roman soldiers 

1. And even the religious leaders – those who were supposed to 
be servants of the Most High God – were instead appointed by 
Rome  

a. Annas and Caiaphas, who presided over Jesus’ trial 
before his crucifixion, are two painful examples of 
these circumstances 

v. So clearly, as they lived their lives under the rule of Rome, the people 
of Israel had MUCH to weep about under this occupation 

b. But it wasn’t just the Roman occupation that would have caused weeping and 
mourning in those days 

i. Its also estimated that, in the Middle East in general during that time, 
9 out of 10 people lived close to the subsistence line, or below it 

1. In these days, there simply was no middle class 
a. You were either extravagantly rich, like Herod, or like 

Matthew and Zaccheus 
b. Or you were living in relative poverty, like the vast 

majority of the rest of the population 
ii. Just think about what those numbers mean for the people of Israel 

1. These were GOD’S people! 
a. The Kingdom of Israel once represented THE wealthiest 

and most prosperous Kingdom in all the earth 
b. The land itself was known as a land FLOWING with milk 

and honey 
i. It was a fertile land, with lush crops, and 

bountiful harvests 
2. And yet, around the year 30AD, NINE out of TEN people barely 

had enough to live on??? 
a. The people of Israel had MUCH to weep about in their 

financial poverty 
c. And just think about the spiritual condition of the people of Israel in those 

days 
i. We talked last week about how, in Joshua chapter 8, Joshua 

proclaimed the blessings and the curses over the Israelites 
1. Blessings, if they would just walk humbly and obediently 

according to the commands of the God who had saved them 
out of Egypt 

2. But curses, if they instead chose to turn against God and go 
their own way 

ii. Friends, it is clear that in the first century, the Jewish people were still 
very much under the curses of their God 

1. Yes, a good number of them still lived in what was left of the 
Promised Land, but God no longer dwelled in their midst 

a. For most of them, their worship had become just 
empty traditions 

i. There was very little SINCERE worship of God 
ii. And therefore, God was not with them 



2. As Christians, who have been grafted into Abraham’s line 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, we should mourn that this is 
still very much the case for our Jewish brothers and sisters 

a. Not only do they still continue to go their own way as 
they hold onto their empty traditions, but they also 
continue to flat-out REJECT their God, as they reject 
Jesus as their Savior 

3. If we look at these things BIBLICALLY, we see that the Jewish 
people today are still under the curses of God, just as they 
were two thousand years ago 

iii. And so for those who realized the depravity of the SPIRITUAL 
condition of their nation, they had MUCH to weep about in those days 

b. And yet, here comes Jesus… performing all sorts of signs and wonders… teaching God’s Word with 
authority… even claiming to be the Son of God himself 

i. And he says, “Blessed are you who weep NOW, for you SHALL laugh.” 
1. What did he mean by THAT?!? 

a. We know from ample evidence in the Scriptures that the multitudes believed 
that Jesus would be the one who would free them from Roman rule 

i. “Our King has come!!,” they shouted 
1. HE will free us from the taxation of Rome  
2. HE will rid us of all the Roman soldiers who plague our towns 

and villages 
3. HE will restore Israel to an independent Kingdom once again! 

a. That was the expectation of many… 
i. But that wasn’t what happened, was it? 

ii. No… in fact, less than four decades after Jesus’ death on the cross, 
Roman soldiers under the command of General Titus would siege the 
city of Jerusalem 

1. And they would eventually destroy the city, including King 
Herod’s magnificent Temple 

iii. And then, six decades later, as the Jewish people would attempt one 
last revolt under the man they proclaimed to be their Messiah, 
Simeon bar Kokhba… 

1. Roman soldiers killed bar Kokhba 
2. They took all the remaining Jews in Judea and exiled them and 

sold them into slavery 
3. And the region of Judea was renamed what we would 

eventually know as Palestine 
iv. History is clear… Jesus DID NOT come to bring the Jewish people 

laughter as they ruled again in national freedom and power 
b. We also know from the Scriptures that Jesus was not promising to bring them 

out of their deep financial poverty 
i. In Acts chapter 11, we read that a prophet named Agabus came and 

predicted a severe famine that would come over the whole inhabited 
world 

1. This famine took place in the years 45-48, and it sent a region 
that was already deeply impoverished into a time of awful 
poverty 



2. We see evidence of this in Paul’s letters, as in multiple places 
he writes to different churches urging them to give financially 
to the church in Jerusalem, for she was suffering GREATLY 

ii. So Jesus DID NOT come to bring the Jewish people laughter as they 
returned to a time of national affluence and prosperity, similar to the 
days of King David and King Solomon 

c. And as we’ve already noted, we also know from the Scriptures that Jesus was 
not promising to bring the people of Israel into a spiritual revival, either 

i. It was the Romans, under the governor Pontius Pilate, who crucified 
Jesus 

1. But Pilate RELUCTANTLY crucified him, only in an effort to 
prevent an uprising FROM THE JEWS that might get him in 
trouble with Rome 

a. It was Jesus’ own people who were shouting, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” 

ii. In the early chapters of the book of Acts, we do see the Holy Spirit 
move MIGHTILTY in the days of the early church, as THOUSANDS of 
Jews came to know the Lord Jesus as their Savior 

1. But the trajectory of the whole book tells us a different story, 
doesn’t it? 

a. For these new Christians very quickly begin to 
experience persecution from the Jewish religious 
leaders 

b. They very quickly were kicked out of the synagogues by 
their countrymen 

c. Until finally, in Acts 18, Paul shouts out to the Jews who 
opposed the Gospel, “Your blood be on your own 
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles!” 

iii. Yes, there were many Jews who came to know Christ as Lord in those 
days, but for the vast majority of the Jewish people, Jesus DID NOT 
bring them laughter as they returned to the God of their Fathers 
through him 

4. So what did Jesus mean then, when he said to his people, “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall 
laugh”? 

a. I believe that the book of Isaiah is very helpful to us in understanding what Jesus was saying 
i. We saw a few months ago back in Luke 4, that Jesus returned to his hometown in Nazareth, 

where he would preach a sermon in the synagogue 
1. His key text that he preached from was from the scroll of Isaiah, what we would now 

know as Isaiah chapter 61 
a. And while it is not recorded that Jesus preached this entire text, we can 

certainly believe that his audience would have know the context of the whole 
passage 

2. Listen carefully to the promises that Christ had come to proclaim…  
a. Isaiah 61:1-4 

i. 1The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 



favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a 
beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they 
may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he 
may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise 
up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. 

3. Those are incredible promises, aren’t they? 
a. Good news for the poor 
b. Broken hearts will be mended and healed 
c. The captives will be liberated 
d. And all who mourn will be filled with GLADNESS 

i. The ashes they once threw upon their heads in sorrow, will be 
exchanged for a beautiful garment of praise 

4. But note the “when” of the fulfillment of these things… 
a. In those days, the ancient ruins of Zion will be rebuilt 
b. The former devastations will be raised 
c. The ruined cities of MANY generations will be repaired 

i. Friends, the ultimate fulfillment of these things all looks ahead to a 
FUTURE hope of ULTIMATE restoration 

1. We live in an age of the already, but not yet 
a. This is certainly the year of the Lord’s favor, despite 

what we see on the news 
i. Yes, there are wars and rumors of wars 

ii. Yes, there are famines and earthquakes and 
natural disasters 

iii. Yes, there are all sorts of false prophets who 
seek to lead astray the elect 

b. But guess what… the Church is also advancing 
FORWARD, all across the globe! 

i. While the church here in America is sinking into 
apathy and irrelevance, the Church in places 
like China and North Korea and Iran is exploding 
underground 

ii. We’re seeing this in the Asia… we’re seeing this 
in the Middle East… we’re seeing this in Africa 

c. The Church IS advancing forward, and therefore we are 
living in the year of the Lord’s favor 

d. But what does Isaiah ALSO say must come in verse 2? 
i. The day of the VENGEANCE of our God 

1. There will come a Day when the Lord brings his vengeance 
upon this earth 

2. There will come a Day when He will judge the ungodly 
3. There will come a Day when the heavens and the earth that 

now exist will be burned up in fire 
a. According to 2 Peter 3, THEN the earth and the works 

that are done on it will be exposed 
b. THEN the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn 



c. And THEN will come a NEW heavens and a NEW earth 
in which righteousness dwells 

5. In proclaiming to the people the words of Isaiah 61, Jesus was not promising them 
the establishment of an earthly Kingdom, full of happiness and joy and prosperity 

a. He was pointing their gaze to the restoration that WILL come in the end! 
b. We get another beautiful picture of this ultimate restoration in Isaiah 35… it is worth taking the 

time to look at this entire chapter  
i. In Isaiah 34, Isaiah speaks of the Day of Vengeance that He will unleash upon the nations, 

and then AFTER that DAY, chapter 35 begins with… 
1. 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom 

like the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; 
fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. 8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of 
Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the 
way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall 
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

ii. Do you see, brothers and sisters? 
1. God will come with vengeance… with the recompense of God He will come 
2. And THEN all the ransomed of the Lord shall return to the restored city of Zion 

a. All of those whom he has redeemed shall walk down the Highway of 
Holiness, and they will be singing great sons of joy as they go 

i. There will be no lion to devour them 
ii. There will be no ravenous beast who will consume them 

b. Those who once wept, will now laugh 
i. And all sorrow and sighing shall flee away 

c. My friends, this is what Jesus was pointing the people to in his words in the Sermon on the Plain 
i. And this is what he is saying to US as his people today 

1. Our time for laughing and leaping and rejoicing in the city of Zion WILL come 
a. But UNTIL THEN, we are to be a people who mourn 

i. We should mourn as we see the statistics that tell us that over 2500 
babies are aborted EVERY DAY, just here in the United States 

ii. We should mourn as we see that, as of three years ago, there are over 
1.2 million same sex couple households here in the US – a number 
that is undoubtedly MUCH higher today 

iii. We should mourn that countless thousands of people across the 
globe are living in such horrid conditions that they are willing to leave 
everything, to dangerously travel to our borders in hopes of a better 
life 



1. And we should mourn that so many of them are simply fodder 
for the various political agendas in our nation 

iv. We should mourn as we see the American church becoming 
consumed with prosperity and riches and influence, as we hoard our 
vast number of resources for ourselves, while our brothers and sisters 
around the world suffer in poverty and persecution 

v. We should mourn the fact that divorce runs rampant within the 
church, many of our leaders are beset with narcissism, and sin runs 
unchecked throughout our congregations 

vi. We should mourn the sin that resides in our very own flesh 
1. For, if we were to take the time to HONESTLY examine OUR 

OWN words and thoughts and actions – not in comparison to 
other people, but in comparison to the Holy Word of God… 

a. Then we would be forced to acknowledge that apart 
from Christ, we are a wretched people indeed 

i. And the fact that we tend to be a very 
judgmental people who do not freely offer 
grace and mercy to our enemies stands as a 
testimony of the fact that we DO NOT hold our 
own sin up against God’s standards 

d. My friends, we have MUCH to mourn and weep over in our day – and we don’t even need to look 
beyond our own mirrors to see this truth 

i. In James, chapter 4, listen to what James has to say – not to all those pagans out in the 
world, but to his brothers and sisters in Christ 

1. James tells them about the dangers of aligning yourself with the ways of this world, 
and then he says, starting in verse 5, 

a. 5Do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more 
grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched 
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 
to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

i. The path toward humility begins with our mourning 
ii. We must acknowledge that our flesh is saturated with sin 

1. This sin drags us away from the very God who has saved us 
2. And it fills our heart with pride 

a. A pride that God ZEALOUSLY opposes 
b. And that is an exceedingly dangerous place to be, in 

opposition to the God who rules and reigns over 
EVERYTHING! 

2. Christians, mourn over your own sin 
a. Weep over the sin of the people amongst who you live 
b. But do not mourn as those do who have no hope 

i. For BLESSED are you who mourn now, for one day you WILL laugh – 
and your laughter will NEVER cease 

1. You will walk down the Highway of Holiness 
2. You will sing for joy as you go 



a. For you will be among the company of the redeemed, 
those whom Jesus has purchased by his very own 
blood 

ii. These things come together to create one of the most paradoxical 
things in all the earth – TRUE Christians, who weep and mourn, yet 
are filled with JOY 

1. May that be what characterizes OUR lives, as we walk 
according to Jesus’ words here in verse 21 

ii. Unfortunately, Jesus didn’t end with these wonderful promises, so neither can we 
e. In the second half of verse 25, Jesus says, “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and 

weep.” 
i. Brothers and sisters, just as it is completely irrational to call yourself the “party of joy” in the 

midst of such dark and depraved days in which we live… 
1. It is equally irrational – maybe even more so – for the church to try to be the “church 

of fun” as sin runs rampant in our midst, Satan is devouring left and right, and the 
name of God is being profaned all around us 

a. In Jeremiah 6, the Lord pronounces judgment over the remnant of Israel, as 
he says to them, 

i. 12”I will stretch out my hand against the inhabitants of the land,” 
declares the Lord. 13“For from the least to the greatest of them, 
everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, 
everyone deals falsely. 14They have healed the wound of my people 
lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace.” 

b. Our message is not that God loves you and just wants you to be happy in this 
life, so let’s just have a lot of fun while we’re here 

i. Our message is not ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace 
c. Our message, the one that we have been entrusted with by Christ Himself, is 

this… 
i. You are a sinner 

ii. And because you are a sinner, you are an enemy of God 
iii. And the Day is coming when he will bring forth his judgement, and 

you will stand condemned before Him, for all eternity 
1. You are laughing now, but woe to you, for the Day is coming 

when you shall mourn and weep 
iv. But the great HOPE of the Gospel is this: 

1. While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly 

2. While we were enemies of God, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of His Son  

a. And the same can be true for you 
i. There is NO ONE who is too far gone to save 

ii. There is NO ONE who has sinned more than 
Christ’s power to save 

3. So humble yourself, friend 
a. Weep and mourn over the sin in your own heart 
b. Weep and mourn over your rebellion against your 

Father 
i. Humble yourself before the Lord, and He will 

exalt you 



ii. For blessed are you who weep now, for you 
shall laugh 

iii. And your laughter will NEVER cease! 


