Luke 6:17-26

“The Sermon on the Plain” August 18, 2024

1. Intro
a. This morning, we’ll start a short series within the Gospel of Luke, as we spend the next few weeks
looking at this lengthy set of teachings from Jesus
i. The majority of what we’ve studied so far in Luke’s Gospel has been historical narrative
1. We've learned about all the historical events that happened before the birth of
Christ
a. With the angelic announcement to John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah...
b. The announcement to Mary about the conception and birth of her son...
c. And the announcement by the heavenly hosts to the shepherds in the fields
near Bethlehem
2. We've walked through the genealogy of Christ, as Luke traced his lineage all the way
back to Adam, showing that Jesus is indeed the second and GREATER Adam, who
would be faithful in all the ways in which the first Adam failed
3. We’ve walked through the temptations of Christ out in the wilderness, as our great
enemy, the Devil, tried — and failed — to lead our Savior into sin
4. We've seen Jesus cast out demons, heal the sick, and begin to ruffle the feathers of
the Scribes and Pharisees
5. And last week we saw how Jesus chose the twelve to be his Apostles, and how the
twelve, minus Judas of course, would become the foundation of the great city of
Zion, the Bride of Christ!
ii. We’ve certainly seen Jesus teach during these first few chapters, but the majority of these
Scriptures have simply been narrative in their format
1. But now, as we begin this series, we see Jesus’ first major theological discourse in the
book of Luke
a. And this discourse is known as the Sermon on the Plain
b. Before we digin, we need to talk briefly about the three main views regarding this passage, as well
as the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7
i. The first main view is that these were not actually full sermons preached by Jesus, but
rather they were just a compilation of various teachings from Jesus that Matthew and Luke
lumped together into one big group
1. It’s certainly possible, and even pretty likely, that Jesus did teach different portions of
these sermons at different times throughout his ministry
a. We need to remember that, while the Scriptures are fully sufficient in their
content, they are not EXHAUSTIVE in their content
i. So we don’t have in the Gospels every single word that Jesus ever
taught — but we do have everything we NEED for salvation and a life
of godliness
2. So Jesus may have taught these things at various times and in varying lengths, but if
we simply look at the context of these two major sermons, it seems pretty clear that
Jesus did in fact preach these as entire sermons
a. Inthe case of the Sermon on the Plain, all we need to do is look at the
bookends of this passage
i. In 6:20, Luke says that Jesus “lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and
said...”



2. Luke 6:17-19

ii. And thenin 7:1, Luke writes, “After Jesus had finished all his sayings in
the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum.”

b. So, it’s pretty clear from the context that this is meant to be read as one,
cohesive sermon, just as the Sermon on the Mount is meant to be read as
one, cohesive sermon

The second main view is that the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plane are
actually the same event, just recorded a little differently by the two Gospel writers
1. Those who hold to this position say that the “level place” Luke refers to in verse 17,
is actually just a level place on the side of the mountain

a. All the crowds and multitudes were gathered at the base of the mountain,
but Jesus specifically called his disciples up to a level place where he could
address them more directly

i. There are a couple of good arguments for this position, the first being
the similarities in the teachings themselves
1. Although we do see some variation in wording, and Luke’s
version is much shorter in length, there still is a lot that is the
same between the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on
the Plain
2. Additionally, both of these Sermons are followed fairly closely
by the story of the Centurion in Capernaum, both in Matthew
and in Luke
a. Sothat does give more credibility to the thought that
these Sermons are one in the same
ii. However, | believe that if we take this approach, we lose some
valuable insight into the heart of God
1. We'll unpack this more in a few minutes
And so, the third view is the view that | will be teaching from
1. That this Sermon on the Plain was a distinct sermon given by Jesus at a different time
and a different place than the Sermon on the Mount

a. And in some ways, this Sermon on the Plain will actually push against us here
in 215t century America MORE than the Sermon on the Mount

i. Well, let’s begin by looking at the setting of this sermon, starting in
verse 17...

a. 1”And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a
great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18who
came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean
spirits were cured. °And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and
healed them all.

So first we read that Jesus “came down” with “them” and stood on a level place
1. If we think back to our sermon from last week, we know that he is coming down
from the mountain upon which he had spent the entire night in prayer
a. And after praying all night, he called his disciples to him, and chose the
twelve to be his Apostles
i. Sothe “them” certainly refers to the Apostles, but it also refers to the
“great crowd” of other disciples that were there with them as well

Luke then tells us that there are a great multitude of people from “all Judea and Jerusalem
and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon”



1. We don’t know the exact amount of people that were in this great multitude, but we
do know that the geographical area Luke is referring to here is MASSIVE
a. Tyre and Sidon were quite a ways north of Judea and Jerusalem, so we're
talking about an area that is well over five THOUSAND square miles
i. Justto putitin perspective, the city of Sapulpa is about 24 square
miles
b. So when Luke says that there was a great multitude from this huge region, its
not hard for us to see how Jesus regularly had crowds of upward of ten
thousand people following him
i. Thatis mind-blowing, isn’t it?!
1. With all of our modern-day audio systems, we might wonder
how Jesus could speak to such large crowds
2. If you know your early American history, you might remember
the name of George Whitefield, and the First Great Awakening
a. ltis estimated that there were times that Whitefield
regularly preached to crowds of over twenty thousand
people, simply standing on a somewhat elevated
platform
b. When the power of God accompanies the
proclamation of the Word of God, we see that all of our
technological advancements might not be as necessary
as we think they are!
2. Note that this great multitude of people came for two distinct reasons
a. The second is understandable... that many came to be healed from diseases
and to be cleansed from demons
i. Healing services will always draw a big crowd, even in our day today
b. But we must not overlook the first reason, that they came to HEAR Jesus’
teachings
i. With all the miracles that Jesus performed during his short ministry
here on this earth, we must not forget that his PRIMARY mission was
to PREACH
1. Jesus was the Word made flesh
a. His words were THE FATHER’S words
b. His words were words spoken with unparalleled
authority
c. His words were spoken with POWER from on high
2. Yes, the multitudes clamored around him to be healed... and
incredibly Luke says that Jesus healed ALL of them
a. Butthen Jesus spoke, and he began this great Sermon
i. Our focus for this week will be verses 20-26
3. Luke 6:20-26
a. 2%And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. ?'Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you
who weep now, for you shall laugh. ?’Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude
you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! >3Rejoice in that day,
and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.
24But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 2>Woe to you who are full
now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 2 Woe to
you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.



i. The first thing that we need to establish is that Jesus was surrounded by the great
multitudes, but he was looking at his disciples as he preached
1. We see a similar situation at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, when
Matthew writes in 5:1-2,
a. 1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. ?And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying...”
i. And then he proceeds with the Sermon
2. What we learn from both of these passages is a fundamental truth of the Gospel:
a. These great truths are meant to be proclaimed to ALL, but they can only be
applied by A FEW
i. When we speak about the Good News of the Kingdom of God, and we
call people to surrender their lives to Christ in repentance and
obedience, we are called to proclaim the whole counsel of God’s
Word
1. We are to proclaim His laws, His statutes, His standards of how
HE has commanded that we live
2. But at the same time, we are to proclaim that they are
absolutely UNABLE to live up to any of it
a. They can strive all they want, for their entire lives, to
be a good, moral person
i. And yet they will forever fall short of the glory
of God in all their efforts
ii. And they will stand before Him, fully and
righteously condemned for their sins
ii. My friends, only TRUE disciples of Jesus could ever hope to live
according to the standards of Almighty God
1. And the ONLY way they can live up to these standards is if God
Himself, through the power of His Holy Spirit, takes out their
heart of stone, and replaces it with a heart of flesh...
a. A heart that delights in His law
b. A heart that is broken and contrite over the sin of the
flesh...
c. A heart thatis fully surrendered to Jesus as King
iii. We are to proclaim these glorious precepts of God’s Word to ALL
1. Butitis only those who have been made new, who can now
DELIGHTFULLY obey
3. And so Jesus preaches this sermon for all to hear, yet specifically directs his words to
his disciples
b. And what we see in the next seven verses is a pattern that is found in multiple places throughout
the Old Testament, a pattern of blessings and woes
i. Or, as we typically find it in the Old Testament, a pattern of blessings and curses
1. We see this in Joshua 8, as Joshua and the people of Israel have now entered the
Promised Land, as God had commanded...
a. Half of the leaders stood in front of Mount Gerazim, half of them stood in
front of Mount Ebal
i. And then Joshua read all the words of the Law, including the blessings
and the curses
1. Blessings, should Israel walk in humble and fearful obedience
before the Lord



2. And curses, should they decide to forsake the Lord and go
their own way
a. Sadly, we know the route they would choose, don’t
we?

2. We also saw it in the verses that Valerie read for us earlier, didn’t we?

a.

>Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose
heart turns away from the Lord. °He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not
see any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in
an uninhabited salt land. "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose
trust is the Lord. 8He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by
the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green,
and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.
i. There are blessings for those who place all of their trust in the Lord
ii. And there are curses for those who instead turn to man, and the
strength of our own flesh
This passage from Jeremiah is a repackaging of the opening Psalm in our
Bible, as we read in Psalm 1 that this man who trusts in the Lord DELIGHTS in
the law of the Lord, and meditates upon it day and night
i. Butthe wicked, those who walk in the way of sinners and sit in the
seat of scoffers, will be blown away like chaff in the wind
1. They will NOT stand in the judgment
2. They will NOT be among the congregation of the righteous

c. Jesus is speaking to the people in a very familiar pattern of blessings and woes

This is a pattern that is NOT found in the Sermon on the Mount, which again lends support
to the idea that this is a different sermon

But in these blessings and woes, we see that Jesus is speaking to our heart in three distinct
categories

1. The firstis regarding our wealth and financial security
2. The second is regarding our attitude toward the comforts and hardships of this world
3. And the third is regarding our willingness to follow Christ into suffering

a.

We'll only be able to get through this first category this week, so we’ll tackle
the other two in the following weeks

4. So first, Jesus speaks to our heart regarding our wealth and financial security
a. Inverse 20, Jesus says, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”

and in verse 24 he says, “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your
consolation.”
We've talked before about the idea of harmonizing the Scriptures, especially the Gospels, by
using one passage to help us interpret another

1. There can be a benefit to doing this, but there is also a danger in it as well

a.

You see, in trying to interpret Jesus’ meaning in verse 20, we could look back
to the similar Beatitude in Matthew 5:1, which says, “Blessed are the poor IN
SPIRIT, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”

i. And we could say, “Ah, THAT must be what Jesus is talking about in
Luke as well... he’s not talking about money — he’s talking about the
poverty of spirit that is necessary to enter into the Kingdom through
Jesus”

1. Intrying to harmonize these two verses, we lose the fact that,
no, Jesus actually IS talking about money here in Luke



2. Infact, the dangers of money and wealth are a very common theme throughout
Luke’s Gospel
a. The English writer and philosopher, G.K. Chesterton, had this to say in regard
to these things...

i. “It may be possible to have a good debate over whether or not Jesus
believed in fairies. It is a tantalizing question. Alas, it is impossible to
have any sort of debate over whether or not Jesus believed that rich
people were in big trouble—there is too much evidence on the
subject, and it is overwhelming.”

1. The American church isn’t really a big fan of this fact, but that
doesn’t make it any less true
3. Back in Mary’s Magnificat in Luke chapter 1, Mary sings, “The Lord has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he
has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.”
a. In Mary’s song praising God for the Son that was in her womb, she recognizes
that he will not be a Savior for the rich and the powerful
4. In Luke 12, Jesus gives us the Parable of the Rich Fool
a. In this Parable, Jesus speaks of a rich man who had such an abundance of
crops that he had to tear down his old barns and build new and better and
bigger barns instead

i. And once those barns are built, and he has a nice nest egg stored up,

then he can relax and enjoy an easy retirement
1. Let’s be honest here and say this guy is living the American
Dream, isn’t he?
2. Isn’t this what we’re all taught to do?
a. Work hard, save big, and then retire well?
b. And yet, in this Parable God calls this man a fool
i. For he had spent his entire life laying up treasure for himself, instead
of being rich toward God
1. Friends, Jesus simply is not impressed AT ALL by the size of
your bank account
a. Thisis why we must FLEE from any false gospel that
says that if you do all the right things, then Jesus will
make sure you are rich and prosperous
2. No, Jesus calls this rich man a fool
a. For his heart was not rich toward God
b. It was rich toward STUFF
5. In Luke 16, Jesus gives us the story of the rich man and Lazarus
a. The rich man was clothed in fine linen and feasted sumptuously every day,
yet poor Lazarus was clothed in sores, and all he had to eat was crumbs

i. Both of these men die at the same time

1. Yet Lazarus goes to paradise, or Abraham’s Bosom, as it is
called in this story

2. And the rich man goes to Hades, where he was in anguish in
the flames

ii. The rich man calls out to Abraham and asks him to send Lazarus to
put just a drop of cool water on his tongue



1. But Abraham responds to him, “Child, remember that you in
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like
manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are
in anguish.”

a. Doesn’t that sound familiar?

i. “Woe to you who are rich, for you have
received your consolation...”?

iii. Brothers and sisters, if we are seeking to find our consolation in the
riches and the toys and the trinkets of this world, the great danger is
that we might actually get them!

1. And they alone will be our reward

2. The story of the rich man and Lazarus is a sobering illustration
of Luke 9:23-25, where Jesus said,

a. 23If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me. ?*For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will save it. >>For what does it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or
forfeits himself?

b. Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God
i. Blessed are you who are hungry NOW, for you shall be satisfied
c. But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation
i. Woe to you who are full NOW, for you shall be hungry
d. These are hard words for us who have full bank accounts and full bellies,
aren’t they?
Maybe the most well known of these teachings in Luke though is found in Luke 18, in
the example of the rich young ruler
a. This ruler comes to Jesus, and he asks him, “Good teacher, what must | do to
inherit eternal life?”

i. Jesus then answers him by saying, “Why do you call me good? No one
is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not
commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Honor your father and mother.”

ii. You can picture the rich man standing tall and proud as he says, “All
these | have kept from my youth.”

iii. But when Jesus heard these words, he had this to say to the man,

1. “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me.”

a. And tragically, the rich man became very sad

i. And he turned away
ii. And he walked away from the One who had
come to save him
b. We have to recognize what Jesus was saying to this man in this interaction

i. By all reasonable standards, this man was a good, moral follower of
God

1. He had upheld the second set of commands of the Ten
Commandments perfectly

a. Hedidn’t lie about people



b. He didn’t murder anyone
c. Hedidn’t commit adultery

i. As Alistair Begg once said, this man would be a
top candidate for deacon in most of our
churches

ii. But when it came to the FIRST set of commands in the Ten
Commandments, this man was forced to face his sin
1. For his wealth had become his god
2. The gold coins in the safe back at his house had become his
idol
3. He claimed to follow God, but in reality he only followed his
riches
a. And in doing so, he took the name of the Lord his God
in vain
iii. When faced with the choice of keeping his wealth, or selling it all and
following Jesus, the man chose worldly treasures
1. And, assuming he didn’t repent at some point later on in his
life, this rich young ruler DID NOT inherit eternal life
7. And Jesus had these hard words to say as the man walked away...

a. *How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!
23For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God.

i. It's funny how many modern-day interpreters try to explain this
statement away
1. “Oh, Jesus actually wasn’t talking about a literal needle,” they
say...
a. He was actually talking about a gate in Jerusalem called
the “Eye of the Needle”

i. And the header of this gate was so low that
people had to lead their camels through the
gate, bent over and stooping down

b. So what Jesus is ACTUALLY talking about is that rich
people just need to be HUMBLE, and then they’ll be
fine

2. Friends, this isn’t AT ALL what Jesus was saying

a. And that’s clear by the following question by the
people, “Then who can be saved?!”

b. And then Jesus’ response, “What is impossible with
man is possible with God.”

ii. The crowds gathered around Jesus as he taught these things
recognized how insanely difficult his teachings were
1. And instead of comforting them by saying, “Hey, just try
harder and you’ll get there,” he instead says, “You’re right —
apart from God, it isn’t just insanely difficult for rich people to
be saved... it is IMPOSSIBLE.”

a. This is the case for all who would worship any god
other than the God of the Scriptures

i. If your god is your wealth, you will not inherit
eternal life



ii. If your god is your comfort and your security,
you will not inherit eternal life
iii. If your god is your rule-keeping and your self-
righteousness, you will not inherit eternal life
b. Apart from God’s gracious working in transforming and
regenerating your heart, salvation is absolutely
impossible
iii. Soin light of all of these truths, and in light of the fact that we live amongst the most
wealthy population in all of the earth, we must ask ourselves this question:
1. Where is OUR heart when it comes to our finances?
a. Are we trying to do the impossible, as we try to serve both God AND money?
i. Have we become like the rich fool, as we worry and fret about our
401K and whether or not Social Security will continue to be around,
1. Have we forgotten that if God so clothes the grasses of the
field with such splendor that even Solomon would be jealous
of their beauty, then how much more will he clothe us, and
provide for us, and meet our every need?
ii. Or have we become like the rich young ruler...
1. We love God, and we love Jesus, and we love patting ourselves
on the back for all of our good deeds
a. Butjust don’t ask us to sell everything, Jesus
b. Don’t ask us to give up all of our wealth and comforts
and ease of life in order to TRULY follow you, Jesus
¢. What kind of excuses are rolling around in your head
RIGHT NOW, as you frantically try to think about why
this passage DOES NOT apply to you?
iv. My friends, the reality is, even though we may not be rich in comparison to MANY in our
surrounding cities... we are absurdly wealthy in comparison to most of the rest of the world
1. And therefore, we must very humbly acknowledge that these woes could very easily
apply to each one of us here today
b. So what then is the answer?
i. Do we give up everything and follow after Jesus?
1. That’s what Matthew did, wasn’t it?
a. He was likely EXTREMEMLY rich from his job as a corrupt tax-collector
b. Yet he gave ALL OF IT up at Jesus’ call
i. Soisthat what we are to do?
ii. Or, maybe we follow the example of another corrupt tax collector, a man named Zacchaeus
1. Poor Zacchaeus, who will forever be known as a “wee little man”
a. Zacchaeus didn’t give away all of his money and possessions like Matthew
did, but Luke 19:8 says that he gave away HALF of everything he had
b. That’s still a pretty sizable amount, isn’t it?
i. Think about selling your home and moving into a house worth half as
much, and giving all that newfound equity to someone in need
1. That'’s a pretty big sacrifice, isn’t it?
ii. Soisthat what we are to do?
iii. Or think about Barnabas in the book of Acts
1. One of the extraordinary characteristics of the church in its earliest days was the fact
that they took remarkable care of one another financially



a. If there was anyone in their church family that had a need, all the others
would rally around and give whatever was necessary to meet that need
i. And Acts 4:36-37 says,
1. 3¢Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, 3’sold a field that belonged to him and brought the
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
2. Think about what a field represented in those days, especially
for a Levite
a. It wasn’t like this was a piece of hunting land that
Barnabas went to on the weekends to unwind
b. A field was a place where crops were planted
i. Crops that would be harvested and then used
to feed your family
ii. For a Levite, one whose main occupation was to
minister in the house of God, having a field to
obtain food from was crucially important
c. And yet Barnabas sold his field, and he brought the
money to the Apostles, and laid it at their feet, to be
given to any who was in need
i. Think about the TRUST this act required
ii. Think about the FAITH that Barnabas had to
have had in God’s provision
ii. Sois THIS what we are to do?
1. Sell off a whole lot of stuff and then give RADICALLY to those in
need?
2. Do we give up all of our stuff? Do we give up half our stuff? Do we get rid of a bunch
of extra stuff and give it all to the poor?
a. Thatis an answer that | cannot give you, friends
i. Each one of you, as individuals, as families, must go to God and ask
HIM what HIS will is for you in this life
1. | would say this, however, from one rich person to another
2. Ithinkitis pretty safe to say that if our giving doesn’t make us
uncomfortable, then that might be a good place to look at
what’s going on in your heart
5. Brothers and sisters, where is your treasure?
a. Ifyour treasure is in the riches and comforts of this world, then the great danger is that God may
very well give these things to you
i. And that will be all the reward you will ever get
b. But if Christ is your great treasure
i. If youlook upon HIM and you see in HIM a reward of INFINITE value
1. If you can say to him, “Lord, there is nothing in this world | desire more than you...”
2. If you can say to him,

a. “Riches | heed not, nor man’s empty praise / be thou mine inheritance, now
and always / be thou and thou only the first in my heart / O High King of
heaven, my Treasure thou art...”

3. If you can say these things before your Lord and Savior, who has purchased you by
his very own blood,

a. Then he will say to you in return...



i. Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God
ii. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied



